Presence of N-methyldopamine in parkinsonian and normal human brains.
N-Methyldopamine (epinine) has been identified for the first time in parkinsonian and normal human brains by gas chromatography-mass spectrometry. N-Methylsalsolinol and N-methylnorsalsolinol, which are analogues of 1-methyl-4-phenyl-1,2,3,6-tetrahydropyridine, which produces parkinsonism in humans, may be synthesized from N-methyldopamine by the Pictet-Spengler condensation reaction as an alternative metabolic pathway.